
How a Cochlear
Implant Works

HEARING NERVE 
The hearing nerve sends 
impulses to the brain, where 
they are interpreted as sound.

HEADPIECE 
The magnetic 

headpiece sends 
the digital signals to 

the implant. 

SOUND 
PROCESSOR 

The sound waves 
are converted into 

detailed digital 
information.

MICROPHONES 
The microphones 

capture sound waves 
that pass through the air.

IMPLANT AND 
ELECTRODE ARRAY 
The implant takes the digital signal 
and directs the electrode array to 
send a signal to the hearing nerve.
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